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Redeemer ‘flips switch’ on Solar Power 


HEATHER BARNES 


Monday, September 12th saw Re- 
deemer “flipping the switch” on its 
newly installed rooftop solar pan- 
els. The project, funded in part by 
the federal government's program 
KIP (Knowledge in Infrastructure 
Program), is comprised of a 131kw 
photovoltaic solar power system with 
the engineering and installation be- 
ing completed by ARISE Technolo- 
gies Corporation of Waterloo. When 
engaged, the system will be able to 


INSIDE 


generate up to 150,000 kilowatt hours 
of electricity each year, or about ten 
percent of Redeemer’s annual energy 
usage. The KIP program has provided 
the funding for half of the 1.1 million 
dollar project with the balance coming 
from Redeemer’s annual budge as well 
as donations. It is estimated that the 
project will enable Redeemer to recoup 
its initial capital investment after ten 
years, with the system expected to be 
able to generate electricity for twenty 
to twenty-five years. The system al- 
lows for Redeemer to generate clean 
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electricity and also to sell this electric- 
ity back to the HydroOne as part of the 
Ontario government's Feed-in-Tariff 
(FIT) program as stated in the Green 
Energy Act. 

Redeemer had the honour of having 
Member of Parliament for Ancaster- 
Dundas-Flamborough-Westdale, Da- 
vid Sweet, present for the ceremony. 
When touring Redeemer’s campus 
this past summer Mr. Sweet explained, 
“Our government is investing in re- 
search and training facilities at cam- 
puses across the country to create jobs 


and help our economy recover quickly 
while also improving access to re- 
search and educational opportunities 
for students and faculty. This project 
(KIP) represented the first-ever fed- 
eral investment in capital projects at 

Redeemer University College — a cam- 
pus that provides opportunities and 
facilities to the Ancaster community 
and, indeed, the entire rq@gion.” 

The Flip the Switch ceremony was 
merely symbolic at this point as the 
system is not complete and ready for 
use. There are panels that have yet to 


be installed as the project has faced 
some weather delays. The rains have 
caused the ground to be insufficiently 
dry to support the heavy machinery 
needed to lift the panels to the roof. 
While the completion date is uncer- 
tain, it is not far off. Upon the solar 
power system's completion Redeemer 
will proudly be responsible for pro- 
ducing clean electricity. 
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On Saturday, September 10th, Re- 
deemer hosted its annual Launch 
Olympics, an afternoon of competitive 
games between first year students. 

The Olympics are held as the pinna- 
cle event of Launch games, which are 
a series of challenges between teams 
of first year students such as play writ- 
ing, food drives, etc. Part of the initia- 
tive of the Launch week is to gather 
new students in community and unite 
them through games and activities. 

Goofy challenges such as pulling 
apart a frozen t-shirt, passing flour 
over each other’s head and down a 
row, and throwing sponges at team 
leaders to wipe pudding off of their 
faces, encourage students to forget 
reservations and join one another in 
silliness. 

This year, teams were in high spirits 
as they sported outfits which humour- 
ously represented their colours, Team 
Orange had a team member dressed 
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as Tigger, Green worked crazy wigs, 
and Brown modelled cowboy hats. As 
well, Yellow fitted a devoted member 
tightly into a corset and Pink showed 
spirit by dressing as the pink panther. 
Grey stuck several members with duct 
tape which plastered their bodies from 
head to toe. Some team members wore 
sparkling silver wigs and they even 
showed off a robot mascot. 

Activities Coordinator, Micah Van- 
Dyk commented, “I thought the team 
spirit shown from all LAUNCH Team 
topped any orientation I have been 
part of. Teams were cheering for each 
other and having lots of fun competing 
against each other.” 

First year student, Hilary Falk, was 
fully fitted in silver duct tape and said, 
“There is so much spirit, the commu- 
nity here is overwhelming!” Hannah 
Trester, Green team RA (Resident Ad- 
visor) agrees, “It makes an RA proud 
when you see your team come togeth- 
er in community.” 

Launch Olympics is the emphasis 
and initial taste for new students of 
the community and friendships to 


follow for the next four or five years. 
Students are able to meet one another 
through the games and see that Re- 
deemer is not just about academics, 
but also involves fun and communal 
support. Through friendly competi- 
tion and humourous challenges, first 
year students are thrust into the open 
arms of Redeemer. Mission control 
leader, Josh Looy said, “The Olympics 
get first years connected and welcomes 
them into a whole new environment.” 

The Olympics ended with Redeem- 
er’s famous mud tug of war. It wasn’t 
long before students found themselves 
piled and pulled into the mud. After 
the tug of war was over, the mud pit 
was filled with competitors laughing 
and burying one another in the mud. 
It did not matter that many could not 
breathe or see, because they were dis- 
tracted with the amusement of being 
completely covered in mud. Hoses 
were stationed for students tired of 
the masking mud and pumped stu- 
dents with freezing cold water. All 
that was left to show for Olympics was 
the traces of mud through paths and 
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dorms. 

The winning team was announced 
at Thursday's coffehouse. Congratu- 
lations to Team Light Blue, 2011/12 
winners of the Cooper Cup. @® 
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The City Harmonic “homecoming” 
concert a success 


LAURA HEMING 


There is nothing quite as gratify- 
ing as a homecoming. That moment 
of stepping out into a crowded audi- 
ence, looking out into the faces of the 
students who now occupy your old 
stomping ground. This was true for 
Redeemer alumni Josh Vanderlaan, 
drummer of The City Harmonic, as 
he and his band graced our stage on 
Thursday, September 15. The pres- 
ence of God was so evident in the au- 
ditorium as the boys lead a passionate 
and raw night of worship. The set list 
consisted of lyrical and truthful songs 
from their debut EP, “Introducing 
the City Harmonic,” as well as clas- 
sic songs such as This Little Light of 
Mine and Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, 
which called for participation from the 
crowd. The band featured unique and 
enticing piano hooks as an introduc- 


tion to most of their songs, played by 
their lead vocalist, Elias Dummer. 

The band had little difficulty lead- 
ing the audience in a night of wor- 
ship. The passion was so present in 
each song, the fire contagious as they 
engaged the crowd. The sound of the 
band was more than satisfactory, with 
each harmony and note exactly on 
key. The wide variety of instruments 
used added a dramatic and perfectly 
fitted dynamic to the honest lyrics of 
each song. The band was authentic 
and unique in every piece, while at 
the same time clenching a classic and 
truthful root to their music. The crowd 
couldn't get enough, as a united chant- 
ing for one more song filled the room. 
Of course, the band came back out 
with modesty and gratitude, deliver- 
ing one last song. 


From Hamilton, Ontario, the boys 
of The City Harmonic formed to- 
gether as a band in 2010. Through- 
out the teenage years of their lives, 
they have all worked together with 
TrueCity in Hamilton, which is a local 
congregation movement, where they 
reached out to the mission field that 


was their own backyard. The focus of 


the band was not to be well-known 
and become increasingly famous but 
rather to unite the body of Christ as 
one through the language that is most 
popular throughout the nation, more 
specifically throughout our genera- 
tion: the language of music. The hope 
of the band is to write songs that are 
honest and that can connect and relate 
to what is on the hearts of their listen- 
ers. Their first concern was how well 
their lyrics would be connected to the 


hearts of the audience. They believe 
that once that is established, the “sing- 
ability” of each song, as they put it, will 
naturally follow. 

As they start their fairly fresh jour- 
ney as a band, they embark on their fall 
cross-country tour in the U.S. called 
the “Hello Somebody” Tour, at vari- 
ous churches and smaller venues. The 
band will be alongside Aaron Gillespie, 
former drummer and clean vocalist for 
the American metalcore band, Under- 
oath. Their first official album titled 
“Manifesto” will debut this October, 
featuring brand new songs that they 
have all written together, a collection 
of honest lyrics, and a strong sense of 
leading a young generation to praise 
Jesus with all they have. 

With a visible and undeniable fire 
for God and not to mention an im- 
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mense amount of natural-born talent, 
the road looks nothing but promising 
for the guys of The City Harmonic. The 
band has proven to be a strong exam- 
ple of what it means to surrender all 
they are, and use the gifts God has giv- 
en to them to help in leading a chosen 
generation to be lights unto the world. 
As their music continues to bless oth- 
ers, their passion for music and for the 
church will continue to propel them 
to reach further in the world, and al- 
low what is on their hearts to touch 
the hearts of a generation hungry for 
truth. @ 


Future Teachers Association kicks off 
new year 


ADRIAN VANDERVAART 
SARAH VAN BELLE 


Have you noticed groups of stu- 
dents walking down the hall, pulling 
out their hair and stressed already 
about their semester? Tables full of 
students in the cafeteria talking about 
their assignment due the next class? 
Do you see line-ups of glossy eyed 
students scrambling to get some java 
at Williams and get back to their long 
two hour classes about how to teach 
fractions? You are seeing the educa- 
tion students of the 2012 graduating 
class. Their class schedules are con- 


densed into two months. They have 
twice the class hours per week and 
twice the homework. Two weeks into 
school translates into a month for the 
average Redeemerite. 

Being an education student is busy, 
intense, and yet full of excitement as 
we anticipate our future classroom 
placements. 

These students have either trans- 
ferred here to complete their Bachelor 
of Education or they are continuing on 
from their undergrad. There is often 
a disconnect between these students 
and the rest of the Redeemer popu- 
lation, which is due to such things as 
being a transfer, the exclusive course 
load, or the long hours of class. What 


has been done to include this Re- 
deemer subgroup with the rest of the 
Redeemer population? 

A student lead initiative created an 
organization with the support of the 
education department to close this 
gap. This professional learning com- 
munity is called the Future Teachers’ 
Association or the FTA. They commit 
to providing future educators at Re- 
deemer with opportunities for profes- 
sional development. The FTA strives 
to enable students to take ownership 
of their own education as future teach- 
ers while developing a sense of com- 
munity in the Education Department 
and within the greater Redeeemer 
population. The FTA at Redeemer 


seeks to provide many opportunities 
for professional development through 
social events, engagement with each 
other and other activities to build to- 
wards their portfolios. 

Who are the FTA this year? 

President: Breanne Bender 

Vice President: Adrian Vander Vaart 
Events Coordinator: Kendall Straats- 
ma 

Advertisement: Bonnie-Lee Ross 
Treasurer: Jennifer Dew 

Secretary: Sarah Van Belle 

Faculty Advisor: Professor Belcher q@ 
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Air your dirty laundry no more 


PHOTOS BY MELISSA WEST 
Redeemer replaced 30 year old washers and dryers in all parkinglots in late August. 


Construction on campus 


—— 
| RRO ie nt een Yama 


Starward Homes Development is funding the Storm Water Management Pond which is currently being installed at Redeemer's south face at Garner Road. Construction is ex- 
pected to be completed near the end of September. 
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To the polls again: Jack’s legacy 


As Ontario residents gear up for another election, voters need to ask themselves the 
implications of Jack Layton’s political legacy 


JEREMY COOPER 


For some people, late August signi- 
fies a great loss, for others it is a time 
of beginnings. Regardless, we can all 
admit that this last month has marked 
a crossroad in our collective Canadian 
culture. By saying goodbye to just one 
man, we realized how limited our time 
on earth is. Yet more importantly, we 
learned what it means to follow ones 
conscience, no matter how severe the 
ramifications could be. I have never 
been either a Layton or NDP support- 
er, instead I have allocated my time 
and support towards more conserva- 
tive causes. Despite not supporting 


Jack's policies or interests, I became 
fond of his direct and passionate way 
of expressing himself. In other words, 
Jack Layton presented issues that he 
had a fervid interest in. 

This reality has been exemplified 
in various inter-party debates, While 
Stephen Harper supports my zionist, 
Pro-life, and fiscal conservative agen- 
da, he does not appear to be invested 
emotionally in his advocacy. For all 
we know, Harper could return to his 
Caribbean mansion directly after each 
public appearance. On the other hand, 
when Layton presented an issue, he 
made the public feel like he was the 
one that was being directly affected. 
Having dedicated himself completely 


to his causes, he has ensured that his 
legacy will exist longer than his physi- 
cal presence. 

Jack Layton was a religious man, 
though fairly private about it. More 
significantly, he felt that the best way 
to honour God was to make the world 
a better place for everyone. In fact, 
the New Democratic caucus is filled 
with confessing believers, some even 
holding an ordination of some sort. 
If we take Genesis 1:27 seriously, the 
following deductive sequence can be 
rendered: 

All humans are made in the image 
of God. 

God is worthy of respect, and so is 
His creation (especially that which is 


made in His image) 

Therefore, all human beings de- 
serve respect. 

Very few people will refute our need 
to respect our neighbours, but they will 
advocate that sentiment in different 
ways. For Jack, it was the protection 
of Canada’s middle and lower classes. 
For Harper, it is property and civil 
laws to protect ourselves from each 
other. But both of these paradigms are 
ineffective if they fail to properly root 
their policies in something concrete. 

As we head to the polls for the sec- 
ond (or third for Torontonians) time, 
we are once again faced with task of 
deciphering political rhetoric. Since 
the perfect candidate does not ex- 


ist, we need to look for someone who 
seems truly committed and invested 
in our collective destiny. Even though 
Jack and I didn’t agree on the means, 
we did share a common dream: a truly 
just country for all Canadians. @ 


Following the leaders into (yet another) 


election 


TAYLOR KRAAYENBRINK 


This summer has been an eventful 
one in federal Canadian politics, be- 
ginning with the May 2 election which 
saw Stephen Harper's Conservative 
Party of Canada elected with a sweep- 
ing majority, as the incumbent oppo- 
sition, Liberal Party led by Michael 
Ignatieff was decimated, reduced to 
third place—its worst showing since 
confederation. Not surprisingly, Ig- 
natieff resigned his position as Liberal 
leader after losing not only the gen- 
eral election and position of Leader 
of the Opposition, but his own riding 
of Etobicoke-Lakeshore. Amidst the 
Conservative's historic gains and the 
Liberals’ historic losses, the NDP, led 
by now deceased Jack Layton, rose to 
become the official opposition party, 
although they are a minority opposi- 
tion virtually without functional pow- 
er in Parliament. 

Going forward, Canadians can 
finally expect to see their election 
choices honored for a full four-year 
term. This will mean a period of rela- 
tive stability in federal politics, as the 
Conservatives get a chance to imple- 
ment their policies long-term, without 
the constant fear of looming elections 
brought on by petty no-confidence 
motions or opportunistic multi-party 


coalitions. While this is bad news for 
political pundits everywhere, who 
make their money on political instabil- 
ity, it is good news for Canadians who 
wish to see what Mr. Harper and his 
Conservative Party is really about. It is 
easy to turn a blind eye to Ottawa poli- 
tics at such times, but voters should 
stay in tune with significant issues on 
Parliament Hill. So what do we need 
to know about Stephen Harper's plans 
for Canada through 2015? 

First of all, Harper’s Conservatives 
represent the new wave of conser- 
vatism gaining steam in Canada this 
summer, It is in no way a political 
movement of ethical or moral con- 
servatism. Instead, the Conservative 
Party leans toward the right, primarily 
in its fiscal and foreign policies. The 
Conservatives rode to power largely on 
their promise to eliminate the federal 
deficit by the next election. Although 
this will mean painful measures, po- 
tentially in the form of public-sector 
job cuts and service reductions, it 
seems that Canadians have taken no- 
tice of the financial fiascos in Europe 
and the USA, and are prepared to take 
the steps necessary to avoid debt woes 
of the same magnitude here. 

Canadian foreign policy has taken a 
dramatic turn since Harper's 2006 rise 
to power. Abandoning the moderation 
of Liberal stances under Prime Min- 


isters Chretien and Martin, Harper 
and his Defense Minister Peter McKay 
have taken a much more aggressive 
stance on foreign issues, from their 
position on Arctic sovereignty to their 
significant combat role in the Libyan 
conflict, they have been decisive and 
controversial. This government has 
taken its share of negative headlines 
for its seemingly miserly decision not 
to release funding to nations such as 
Egypt and Tunisia in the so called 
“Arab Spring”, but whether reviled or 
applauded, every step the Conserva- 
tive government has taken on issues 
outside Canadian borders has been 
calculated with Canadian interests at 
heart, not the interests of a larger po- 
litical body, such as the G8 or G20. 
What to make of the NDP opposi- 
tion? Undoubtedly, the New Demo- 
crats have suffered a devastating blow 
with the tragic passing of their leader 
Jack Layton in August. But regardless 
of who is in charge, the NDP face the 
daunting task of maintaining a vola- 
tile voter base in Quebec, where they 
picked up the vast majority of their 
seats. The NDP are a minority oppo- 
sition and are also the primary repre- 
sentatives of Quebec, where they took 
seats mostly from the separatist Bloc 
Quebecois. Essentially, the Quebec 
people have no real voice on Parlia- 
ment Hill, and their unexpected deci- 


sion to lean on the NDP may be short- 
lived as they realize the powerlessness 
of a minority opposition. Whoever the 
next leader of the opposition may be, 
the job at hand will be formidable and 
delicate: raise a larger base of voters 
in Ontario and the Western provinces, 
while still pandering to a fickle and 
often destructively separatist base of 
Quebec voters. 

As the federal political situation 
is finally settling for the first time in 
half a decade, provincial politics are 
heating up ahead of the October 6 
elections. Ontario voters look ready 
to vote the much-maligned premier 
Dalton McGuinty and his beleaguered 
Liberals out of office for the first time 
in eight years, in favour of the Pro- 
gressive Conservatives and their lead- 
er Tim Hudak. Nevertheless, the race 
between the two will be closer than 
was anticipated during the summer, 
and don’t count out Andrea Horwath's 
New Democrats either. At the very 
least, the NDP will be a major factor 
insofar as they siphon away votes from 
the Liberals. Hudak has run his cam- 
paign not so much for his own policies 
as against the Liberal’s controversial 
green energy policies, HST, and en- 
ergy taxes. However, Ontario citizens 
look to be facing an unenviable deci- 
sion between the proven but unlovable 
Liberals, and the untested and rowdy 


Progressive Conservatives, who many 
worry have no conception of how to 
conduct government after eight years 
out of power. Whatever the outcome 
of the election, the change will likely 
lack the drama of the spring federal 
elections, and don’t expect any party 
to earn the coveted majority mandate. 
Nevertheless, the provincial elections 
are worth your input, as they have a 
large bearing on the everyday lives of 
Ontario citizens. Some issues to watch 
in this election which will directly af- 
fect University students here, are GO 
transit in the GTA and 
Hamilton, Health Care (again), Tu- 
ition freezes (promised by the NDP) 
and more. Stay tuned. @ 


ir 
Successful Supercrawl draws record 
numbers to downtown | 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


If you made it out to James Street 
North's Supercrawl event on Septem- 
ber 10, you likely found no shortage 
of two things: interesting artwork and 
Redeemer students. It always amazes 
me how many Redeemer students you 
can find curiously walking around 
James Street at any given time of the 
year, especially at Supercrawl. Ever 
since the artistic revival that swept 
(and is still sweeping) the neighbour- 
hood some six or seven odd years ago, 
James Street has never been the same. 
The street is transforming from a se- 
ries of decrepit laundromats and vari- 
ety stores to Hamilton's cultural hub. 
Without eschewing leftover business 
owners on the street, artists and en- 
trepreneurs have revitalized the area 


largely by creating an atmosphere 
conducive to large scale artistic en- 
deavors. As more and more gallery 
spaces revitalize old derelict buildings, 
Hamilton is getting a sense of the new 
energy that will take the place of the 
ambitious blue-collar drive. “Art is the 
New Steel” as they call it now a days. 
This year, Supercrawl has set the 
standard in Hamilton for cultural 
celebrations of epic proportions with 
over 50,000 people amassing down 
one street in one night. This was un- 
doubtedly a big celebration, especially 
considering that the Locke Street Fes- 
tival and the Canadian Country Music 
Awards were held during the same 
weekend. As Mac Frosh fundraisers 
competed with panhandlers for atten- 
tion in Jackson Square that morning, 
one thing was certain: never before 
have I witnessed the downtown core 
so overrun with energy. Sure there 
were the regular hipsters and satchel 


wearing bohemians, but this year 
there was so much more. I saw families 
come out and allow their children to 
join artists painting. I saw old couples 
slowly walking, peering into the world 
of young artists and performers. I saw 
high schoolers giddy to have another 
Saturday night option other than the 
mall or the movies. 

On top of the many street perfor- 
mances and open-door galleries, Su- 
percrawl hosted a number of concerts 
and shows on stages placed all down 
the street. Most of those who were 
there that night took in the perfor- 
mance by Broken Social Scene who 
packed the place. Other acts included 
the Junior Boys, Paley and Francis, J. 
Mascis and even the McMaster Laptop 
Orchestra. There were also a ton of 
interesting displays of visual art that 
superseded what is normally shown 
at Friday night artcrawls. The outside 
facade of the Brain, a popular bar on 


James street, was completely redone 
with yarn while the rooftop of the 
Mixed Media, an art store and gallery, 
was covered with towering inflatable 
beings. 

The Supercrawl has generated 
and overwhelming amount of posi- 
tive responses among the Hamilton 
residents. The city has already had nu- 
merous applications for future event 
sponsors and has received letters and 
emails of praise from a host of groups 
in Hamilton and elsewhere. Undoubt- 
edly, James Street North has gener- 
ated the kind of positive attention that 
Hamilton residents have been look- 
ing for. After years of living below the 
cloud of a ruined reputation, the for- 
tunes of the “Ambitious City” seem to 
be steadily improving, thanks in large 
part to a creative group of local artists 
and entrepreneurs. 
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The global economy: cracked but not 


broken 


Public attitudes and political institutions still set 2011 apart from the 1930s 


REID STANDISH 
THE PEAK (SIMON 
FRASER UNIVERSITY) 


BURNABY, B.C. (CUP) — It’s easy 
to look at the events of the past few 
months and feel pessimistic about 
where the world and the global econo- 
my are headed. The U.S. Congress put 
on a spectacular display of political 
theatre and got the government's cred- 
it rating downgraded by Standard and 
Poor's. Britain was engulfed by pro- 
longed rioting, looting and violence, 
and the Eurozone appears unable to 
handle its sovereign debt crisis with 
Portugal, Ireland, Greece and Spain 
stumbling while trying kick-start their 
stalled economies. These events paint 
an ominous picture of the future of the 
global economy. 

The astonishing cluster-cuss that 
took place in Washington during the 
debt ceiling and budget debacle was 
a prime example of why companies 
and investors are sitting on record 
amounts of cash instead of investing 
it — they've lost confidence in govern- 
ments doing what is necessary. 

Similarly, the Eurozone crisis illus- 


trates how governments around the 
world have failed to stimulate their 
economies and get their houses in or- 
der, consequently losing the trust of 
the financial and business communi- 
ties. Private sector spending and in- 
vestment have been reduced, causing 
a cycle of poor growth and high unem- 
ployment. Unlike the economic crisis 
of 2008, markets and banks are now 
the victims. 

Moreover, as the world begins to en- 
ter into a new age of austerity, there 
is ample evidence to suggest that fis- 
cal cuts and the economic downturn 
will cause social unrest to rise. In a 
spectacularly well-timed paper, Ja- 
copo Ponticelli and Hans Joachim 
Voth argue that austerity measures 
increase the risk of social chaos. The 
introduction summarizes the find- 
ings quite nicely: “From the end of the 
Weimar Republic in Germany in the 
1930s to anti-government demonstra- 
tions in Greece in 2010~—11, austerity 
has tended to go hand in hand with 
politically motivated violence and so- 
cial instability.” As the global age of 
austerity begins, so too does an age of 


increased social upheaval throughout 
the developed world. Add falling gov- 
ernment efficacy and fading investor 
confidence to the mix, and the near 
future begins to look grim. 

However, perception can often distort 
and even ignore the reality of a situa- 
tion. Although the current state of the 
global economy may not be a cause for 
joy, it also may not be headed towards 
the disaster that it feels like. Despite 
some obvious parallels between 2011 
and 1931, the world is not gearing up 
for a further collapse into depression 
and social chaos. For starters, pub- 
lic support for the global economy is 
still quite high. In comparing World 
Public Opinion polls from 2007 and 
2010, public support for free markets 
shows no signs of retreating. Despite a 
downturn in U.S. support (70 per cent 
to 68 per cent), public support from 
major powers such as Germany and 
China has increased despite the ma- 
jor financial crisis of 2008. So, while 
there may be calls for action, a move 
away from free markets and towards 
more nationalistic policies (like those 
of 1931) is unlikely. 


Another key reason why the world 
isn’t about to implode is the strength 
of multilateral economic institutions. 
Organizations like the IMF and WTO 
have more resources than ever before 
to stave off collapse. Moreover, the 
G20 has proved its usefulness in being 
able to prevent panic from escalating 
and provide assurance to investors, 
even in the face of disagreement. It 
is quite easy to be a cynic about such 
organizations, but their safety net is 
a key reason why the global economy 
hasn't worsened considerably. 

Lastly, the roots of social unrest 
may be more complicated than sim- 
ply introducing austerity measures. 
Ponticelli and Voth’s paper makes a 
noteworthy distinction: “For full de- 
mocracies with a complete range of 
civil rights, the coefficient is still nega- 
tive, but no longer significant.” This 
means that for democracies, the risk 
of social unrest during times of aus- 
terity is significantly lowered if politi- 
cal institutions are accessible. This is 
good news considering the abundance 
of democracies in the world. Freedom 
House lists 115 out of 195 countries 


as democracies, What happened in 
Britain might be the exception, rather 
than the norm. 

So yes, the recent news might create 
a bleak picture of the global economy. 
However, unless political and eco- 
nomic institutions and public attitudes 
completely disintegrate, a repeat of 
the 1930s is unlikely. Recovery might 
be slow, but we're not as close to the 
edge as it feels. 


Bin Laden’s death: celebration or sorrow 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Maybe you, like me, found the whole 
thing a bit surreal. Osama Bin Laden, 
the world’s most renowned terrorist, 
had been hunted tirelessly by the en- 
tire Western military establishment 
for more than ten years and one day 
turned up dead. End of story. Just like 
that, the television news anchor gives 
the report of Bin Laden's death at the 
hands of a team of U.S. Special Forces 
and dispassionately moves on to the 
next issue. I felt a sort of surprising 
sense of anti-climax rush over me. 
Nevertheless as days progressed and 
information leaked, things changed. 
Whatever the initial event seemed to 
be missing in climactic expression, 
was made up for with parades and 
presidential speeches later on as the 
news was processed and analyzed. 

What do you make of the death of 
such a tyrant? 

For Christian students, the killing of 
Osama Bin Laden brings to surface a 
host of burning issues that most of us 
have wrestled with at one time or an- 
other, How do we deal with death, vio- 
lence and retributive justice? How far 
do we take the idea of punishment? Is 
it biblical to rejoice in the fact that the 
world is now rid of a man who caused 
great harm? 

For many believers, it seemed they 
were not wrestling with how they 
should view the situation, they sim- 
ply celebrated out of instinctive reac- 
tion. Just as Hitler's downfall brought 
festivity among allied soldiers, so Bin 
Laden's death should bring cheering 
in the streets. N’est-ce pas? Well, a 
scholar well connected to Redeemer 
would beg to differ. 

Gideon Strauss of the [American] 
Center for Public Justice claims, “re- 
joicing in the death of another, how- 
ever wicked, involves forgetting the 
depths of our own depravity and the 
astonishing reality of our own salva- 
lion,” Strauss goes on to say that al- 
though the act of killing Bin Laden 
was a just act by the American gov- 
ernment, “in the end, no death should 
give us pleasure.” 


Somewhat surprisingly, this view is 
not universally accepted among Chris- 
tians. Rick Warren of Saddleback 
Church posted the #3 most tweeted 
verse on the subject when he quoted 
Proverbs 21:15 on his Twitter page, 
“When justice is done, it brings joy to 
the righteous but terror to evildoers.” 
Justin Taylor of New Covenant Bible 
Church blogged on the issue using 
Romans 13, saying that “the govern- 
ment’s sword [is] an instrument of 
God’s wrath.” Others were much more 
cautious and sympathetic in their re- 
sponses. Emergent church leader Bri- 
an McLaren grieved at the images he 
saw on television of “American college 
students reveling outside the White 
House, shouting, chanting ‘USA’ and 
spilling beer.” 

Being Canadians, we seem to be far 
enough removed from the heat of the 
discussion to see a bit more clearly. 
There’s something to be said of the 
Anabaptist criticism of the sort of 
thing that is present in the American 
“manifest destiny” mindset, an over- 
the-top and under the table union of 
political and religious spheres. In- 
stead of viewing the event as a victory 
of the American-Christian enterprise 
over radical Islam, it might be wise to 
view it as a triumph of justice, nothing 
more. Christian musical artist Derek 
Webb reacted to his country’s celebra- 
tion by saying, “Don’t celebrate death, 
celebrate justice.” Ultimately these are 
weighty issues to delve into, and our 
positions on them, even as Christians, 
may never be fully static, I would sug- 
gest a class with Dr. Barkman for you 
philosophizers who want to spend 
hours wading through these waters 
more deeply. But, given the brevity of 
this article, I will leave you with some 
words that candidly touch on the hu- 
man condition and echo how I felt that 
night the television anchor delivered 
the news, “I've never wished a man 
dead, but I have read some obituaries 
with great pleasure.” -- Mark Twain 
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Soul Surfer rides 
ox office waves 


RHEA LONGMAN 


Based on a true story, the new re- 
lease Soul Surfer has created refresh- 
ing waves among movie-viewers— 


refreshing ones, that is. Regardless of 


the overt messages and direct refer- 
ences to Christianity, it is surprisingly 
on par with secular movies of the same 
genre. The film's production quality, in 
both its technical and artistic aspects, 
testifies to this and provides evidence 
that the cast and crew have collaborat- 
ed well to create a film suitable for the 
contemporary silver screen. Although 
the film undeniably fits into Holly- 
wood's “feel-good movie” category, 
there is much more than this beneath 
its beach-blue surface. 

The film depicts the life of a teenage 
girl, Bethany Hamilton (Anna-Sophia 
Robb), who has a passion for surfing 
along with the rest of her family who 
live in Hawaii. As Bethany prepares 
herself to compete in the island’s surf- 
ing championships, she experiences a 
tragic and unexpected accident that 
leaves her impaired for the rest of her 
life—a shark bites off her left arm. 
This accident completely changes her 
life and future prospects forever. The 
ensuing part of the film explores the 
changes and challenges that she and 
her family must face and rise above. 

The film clearly relays the message 
that it takes much more than hard 
work for Bethany to get back on board 


again (both literally and figuratively 
speaking); instead, it demonstrates 
how a new perspective and a new un- 
derstanding of oneself is what truly 
makes the difference. This is beauti- 
fully and poignantly depicted in the 


scene where Bethany removes one of 


the arms on her Barbie doll because 
she “likes it better that way.” In this 
scene, her mother helps her to un- 
derstand the meaning of true beauty, 


encouraging Bethany to accept herself 


for who she is on the inside, and show- 
ing her that outward beauty is vastly 
subjective to, and highly influenced 
by, the culture around us. 

After going on a mission trip to 
a place where natural disaster has 
caused much devastation, Bethany 
returns home with a new view of her 
own situation and soon begins her 
training again. This time, she must 
relearn how to manoeuvre her board 
and her body on the waves, and must 
also re-adjust her exercise routine be- 
cause of her missing arm. Her family 
and closest friends are fully supportive 
of her in this endeavour, and because 
of this she is able to participate in the 
surfing championships. Although she 
does not come out on top according to 
the judges’ scores, she still wins in her 
own heart and mind and in the esti- 
mation of those closest to her because 
of the fact that she makes it as far as 
she does. For these reasons, the movie 
is truly inspiring and worth viewing. 


& 
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“Deus Ex: Human Revolution” Review: 
Modernizing a Classic or Tarnishing the 


Memory 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


Having been released over a decade 
ago, the original Deus Ex was an ex- 
citing and thoughtful game, filled with 
choice and intrigue. Unfortunately, 
it has not aged well, and as new and 
more elaborate games come out, the 
antiquated design and chunky graph- 
ics of Deus Ex have caused the joy of 
the game to fade. However, all is not 
lost for Deus Ex as Eidos Montreal has 
taken it upon themselves to create a 
prequel that captures the magic of the 
original, while updating the formula 
for a modern audience. 

The game takes place in a well-real- 
ized vision of the future: mankind has 
begun to test and increase the limits of 
the human body by augmenting or re- 
placing limbs and organs with robotic 
duplicates. This emergent technol- 
ogy has divided the world and sets the 
stage for a game filled with conflict and 
uncertainty. You play as Adam Jens- 
en, a security specialist for one of the 
biotechnology corporations creating 
these new prosthetics. After a terrorist 
attack, Adam is severely injured and 
has many of these augmentations in- 
stalled to keep him alive, turning him 
into a new breed of human -- without 
his choice. Once he returns to his job 
he is thrust into a multi-national con- 
spiracy as he attempts to uncover the 
perpetrators of this attack and deal 
with the immense changes happening 
around him 

Over the course of the game you 
travel to a number of different city 
hubs, which you can explore freely 
and engage in either main or side mis 

ions. How you tackle these missions 
completely up to you, and Deus Ex 


will cleverly reward you for whatever! 


path you take. If you choose to sneak 
in through some grates there is a level 
bonus and maybe a path to a weapon 
cache. Or perhaps you choose to hack 
into the security system, clearing out 
the guards and disabling the defences 
before you even arrive. There is even 
the option to complete the whole game 
without killing a single person (except 
for bosses) and instead opting to use 
conversation, misdirection and non- 
lethal weapons to pass. Of course, you 
could just run in guns blazing and that 
will work fine too. One thing is certain 
though, no matter how you choose to 
play, the sense of power and reward 
for completing an area flawlessly is 
amazing. Furthermore, to compliment 
the diverse ways available to complete 
tasks, there is a variable upgrade sys- 
tem in which you can freely allocate 
points into your robotic elements, 
adding or upgrading your abilities. 
These augments can supplement your 
preferred play style, and open up even 
more ways to explore: upgrade the 
implants in your eyes to see through 
walls and pick out targets, or add in- 
visibility to ease stealth. The variety of 
augmentations is huge and the deci- 
sions can sometimes be tough. 

When you are out of the missions 
you can explore the hubs. These cities, 
places like the grimy streets of Detroit 
or the multi-levelled urban sprawl 
of Heng Sha in China, are intricately 
detailed and provide a glimpse into 
a not-too-distant future. Everything 
from the fashion to the vending ma- 
chines is convincingly updated, reflect- 
ing the speed that society can change. 
There is detail infused in every part of 
the game from scattered e-books to e- 
mails. You can even explore Adam's 
apartment, which paints a picture of 
his personality more convincingly and 
with more depth than any amount of 
gruffly worded exposition. 


The story in Deus Ex is also quite 
engaging and takes a hard look at 
what it means to be human. The aug- 
mentations have the capability to turn 
the average person into a super-hu- 
man, yet there are many who oppose 
it, seeing it as unnatural or dangerous 
to so fundamentally alter our physiol- 
ogy. There is no easy answer to these 
transhumanist questions and _ the 
game shows both the productive and 
destructive elements. Rarely does a 
game present such ethically ambigu- 
ous questions in such a mature and 
complex way and this really adds to 
the main plot of the game. 

However, this game is not without 
its faults and some elements can seem 
incongruous with the level of polish 
found elsewhere. The A.I. can some- 
times be thick headed and exploitable; 
for example, a room full of enemies 
will not be aware that they are mys- 
teriously disappearing if they don’t 
catch sight of you. The boss battles are 
another issue as, unlike the rest of the 
game, there is little choice in how to 
defeat them, meaning you must just 
circle around them while shooting. 
This can be made more problematic if 
you are playing in a stealthy or paci- 
fistic manner, as you do not have the 
weapons or shield to deal with a heay- 
ily armoured threat. 

Fortunately, these are minor gripes 
and are either rare enough or over- 
shadowed by the rest of the games’ 
quality elements -- the graphics, 
gameplay and soundtrack -- that they 
only slightly blemish a great game. 
Deus Ex: Human Revolution is an im- 
mensely intelligent and well-crafted 
adventure that is fun to sneak, hack, 
debate and fight your way through, 
and even manages to leave you with 
something to think about once the 


credits roll. @ 
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Eden Mills 


Writers Festival 
insights into 
Canadian 
literary culture 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


The Eden Mills Writers Festival is 
surely a Canadian treasure. 

This year's festival, September 15-18, 
2011, featured a wide range of Cana- 
dian authors and poets. As always, a 
literary festival is not just about the 
writers featured, but the contributions 
to the ongoing conversations sur- 
rounding Canadian identity. 

Up and coming writers (Fringe Writ- 
ers) included Joanne Prescott, Sean 
McCabe, Debbie Okun Hill and Julia 
Zarankin. 

The adult author division featured 
many firmly established Canadian 
writers, such as Allan Casey, Dionne 
Brand, Susan Musgrave, folk singer 
turned poet Sylvia Tyson, and Lorna 
Crozier -- who will be making an ap- 
pearance at Redeemer on behalf of the 
Canadian Council Poets next month, 

An outdoor writers’ festival nestled 
in the heart of small-town Ontario 
paints a perfect setting for public read- 
ings, book seller venues and publisher 
booths. Eden Mills’s forgotten-in- 
history feel, married to current hipster 
culture offered an interesting experi- 
ence for newcomers to the Festival. 
Many listeners lay on colourful blan- 
kets or in lawn chairs. Others basked, 
shirtless, in the afternoon sunlight. 
Some readings were beside vegetable 
fields, others were held on a grass 
slope beside a small river. Still others 
were held in a small chapel. 

Author Alan Casey showcased his 


GLENDA 


T OR 


new book, Lakeland, which presents 
Canada's identity not as a multi-cul- 
tural mosaic or weather battling soci- 
ety, but as a country bound together 
by the millions of lakes that decorate 
Canada’s landscape. 

The Festival was not without alter 
native entertainment. Magician Ben 
Caesar showcased his talents in the 
“children’s area” and a book launch 
was hosted outside the named “Cot- 
tage” venue. Tasty food, such as wood- 
fired pizza and organic ice cream was 
offered to keep guests satisfied. 

The Eden Mills Writers Festival has 
hosted some of Canada’s most influen- 
tial literary voices: Michael Ondaatje, 
Margaret Atwood, and P. K, Page to 
name a few. Celebrating its 22nd sea- 
son, the Eden Mills Writers Festival 
began in 1989 and is organized by a 
volunteer board of eight people, in- 
cluding six Eden Mills residents. 

Eden Mills is located 12 km west of 
Guelph, 
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End to support staff strike saves athletic 


season 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


Redeemer athletes can breathe a sigh 
of relief as more than 8, 000 college 
support staff are expected to return 
to work on September 20, 2011. The 
Royals’ athletic opening day was post- 
poned as OCAA teams were unable to 
play. Despite the setback, Redeemer is 
now in the process of gearing up the 
various varsity teams for the games 
ahead. 

Fear hung in the air as entire sea- 
sons could have been cancelled for 
teams such as varsity soccer and cross 
country. Soccer players began their 
try-outs in mid-August and have been 
working as a team for weeks in order 


to make their season an unforgettable 
one. Now that the tension has ceased 
they are preparing once again for a 
strong season 

“I am anxious to finally get started,” 
Justin Olthof, returning rookie of the 
year, states. He is one of the many 
players with these feelings. “I was 
afraid the season would never get un- 
der way but now that the there is an 
end in sight I am excited to see what 
will happen in the coming weeks,” 
Olthof adds. Team mate Everett Gra- 
ham has high hopes for the coming 
season despite the setback. “Coming 
into this season I had hopes for a new 
coach, a new system, new facilities and 
ultimately a new season,” he shared. 
“However, the first week did not go 


Do or Dome’t 


DAVID BAKKER 
GRAPHICS EDITOR 


If all of us promise to turn our backs 
and talk amongst ourselves we might 
be able to convince our shy new dome 
Barring any unforeseeable 
hurricanes or heavy rain the soccer 
complex should be inflated Friday 
morning. 

This project is one of the biggest and 
noticeable that Redeemer 
has seen in recent history as well 
as raising Redeemer’s profile in the 
Hamilton community. Advertised as 
“A Field For All Seasons” Redeemer’s 
soccer complex will be used all year 
round by community groups as well as 
Redeemer’s varsity teams and intra 


to rise. 


the most 


mural sports. 

This new facility will offer Redeemer 
teams an advantage when it comes to 
training. In addition to offering a roof 
during inclement weather it offers a 
training ground for the teams when 
the indoor season begins. Rather than 
playing on the hardwood floor of the 
gymnasium, they will be able to train 
on field conditions similar to what 
they play on in competition. 

The dome was announced in the fall 
of September 2009 with the ground 
breaking occurring shortly after. De- 
spite many students thinking it would 
be a quick project, the project took 2 
years to complete due to a number of 
unexpected setbacks. The construc- 
tion of the dome and the movement 
of earth to accommodate the structure 
resulted in assessments that called for 
drainage ponds to be built to protect 
the environment and the footing of 
the structures. Little work was accom- 
plished during the winters forcing the 
Redeemer soccer teams to compete at 


the nearby Costco Field for the 2010 
season. 

Redeemer would have been forced 
to host further matches at Costco field 
if the OPSEU (Ontario Public Sector 
Employees Union) strike had not in- 
terfered with the entire OCAA varsity 
schedule. The current schedule has 
the first game and facility kick off oc- 
curring at 2 p.m. on Saturday October 
1. The Men’s and Women’s soccer 
teams will be facing off against the St. 
Clair Saints in their home opener. 

Despite the dome taking longer to 
build, students have taken the wait in 
good humour. The dome has been the 
butt of many jokes about construction 
workers, surveyors, environmental in- 
spectors and Redeemer. Even so, most 
students will be glad to see the dome 
finally rise as it offers them more op- 
portunities to engage in recreational 
and athletic activities. 

The entire soccer complex comes 
with a $6 million price tag. Redeemer 


received funds from all three levels of 


government as well as from private 
donors. 


as planned, instead, we had two new 
coaches, uncompleted facilities and 
our entire season was in jeopardy over 
this college strike. We have, as a team, 
managed to overcome these adversi- 
ties and come out stronger.” 

For cross-country runners the feel- 
ing seems to be mutual. It is evident, 
after several try-outs, that Redeemer’s 
cross country team for this season 
seems to be the strongest yet. There is 
hope in both male and female cross- 
country athletes that this season they 
will have a chance to shine. Due to the 
strike, several of the meets need to be 
rescheduled and a scramble to create a 
cohesive schedule is underway. 

“We knew the strike was happening 
during try-outs but were hopeful that 


it would not last too long,” says Tracey 
Ubbens, runner for the cross-country 
team. She and her teammates were 
relieved after finding out the news 
that support staff are heading back to 
work. 

Thanks to the Ontario college sup- 
port staff reaching an agreement, oth- 
er varsity teams such as volleyball and 
basketball teams at Redeemer were 
not affected by this strike. The sched- 
uled seasons will remain as planned. 

Redeemer fans are also looking for- 
ward to the season resuming as they 
hope to continue their well-known ti- 
tle of being the most supportive crowd 
at many of the games. Although many 
were disappointed with the postpone- 
ment of the opening soccer game, 


there is a heightened anticipation 
buzzing around the school for what is 
to come. 

All OCAA athletic teams are expected 
to resume their season later this week, 
beginning with Redeemer’s varsity 
soccer team, who will be playing their 
first game this weekend. Cross-country 
will resume their season as meets are 
rescheduled. More scheduled dates for 
all varsity teams are expected to be so- 
lidified in the coming weeks. 
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Editorial: Climbin’ in yo window 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Sitting in an RA/HA kick-off meet- 
ing, we were asked to consider if 
we felt safe on Redeemer’s campus. 
While the question was imposed 
to evaluate Security's effectiveness 
after a living room window had been 
smashed by two young men trying to 
break into a townhouse, it prompted 
a few questions in my mind about the 
implications of a secure campus. 

Security has become a hot-topic 
issue for North Americans. We are 
constantly bombarded with news 
stories of people breaking in and 
stealing from and/or killing residents 
(cite the recently popular Youtube 
hit “Bed Intruder” song). To combat 
this, we've installed home-systems 
that do everything security related 
-- from calling the police to dropping 
electrically charged nets on potential 
trespassers. And we see this close to 


home: it is a safe statement to make 
that nearly all of the houses that have 
gone up around Redeemer are con- 
structed with security-systems. North 
Americans desire to feel safe. 

For many of you, the recent decade 
of a post 9/11 world does not reflect 
the more care-free decade of the 90s 
which preceded it. While children 
playing unsupervised on front lawns 
was more common than unlocked 
doors, North Americans felt secure in 
planes, on trains, and while driving 
around in their (stylin’) automobiles. 
Then the two towers fell and sud- 
denly no one was safe in their own 
backyard. 

Consider popular films that have 
come out since the dawn of a post 
9/11 era. Disney-Pixar’s The In- 
credibles (2004) depicts a family of 
superheroes who are required to fight 
off Syndrome -- the villain of terrorist 
proportions. A revival of DC Comics 
turned films, like Batman (2005), Su- 
perman (2006), Watchmen (2009), 


Catwoman (2004), clearly illustrate 
North American preoccupation with 
national security against international 
bad guys. 

How fitting then that the recent 
support worker strike in Ontario 
colleges included picketing campus 
security staff. And while Redeemer 
strike experience was culminated in 
a cancelled opening athletic event, 
for other colleges, operating without 
obvious support staff -- like Security 
-- meant more than just irritating 
picketers or a revoked sports season. 
For some students in Ontario, the 
strike meant the difference between 
getting home safely or not. 

In the past two years Redeemer has 
installed larger windows in several 
classrooms, added three emergency 
phone towers, dead-bolted all back 
doors of townhouses and purchased 
large televisions that will act as a 
warning system in the event of a se- 
curity breach. Redeemer has worked 
hard to compete in the quest to make 


When it comes to 
terrorism, hindsight is 
always 20/20 


DAVID BAKKER 
GRAPHICS EDITOR 


Two weeks ago much of the world 
took notice of a ten-year anniversary. 
It was a ten-year anniversary that the 
same world wished never would need 
to be taken note of, Ten years ago most 
of us were getting ready for our second 
week of middle school on that fate- 
ful day. Class was interrupted mere 
minutes after it had begun. Teach- 
ers rolled in televisions and we sat in 
shocked silence at the horror that was 
unfolding. ‘Those events shook us. 
9/11 was the most calamitous event 
that ever took place in our lives. 

It was also the most world-chang- 
ing incident that we had witnessed, 
though we had yet to realize its full 
implications. For the next decade 
we witnessed an international witch- 
hunt, a declaration of war on a noun 
and the occupation of two Middle East 
nations, nations led by theocratic and 
totalitarian governments focussed on 
the oppression and the exploitation of 
their people, nations no different than 
many others by their actions. Only 
these nations had the marvellous good 
luck of hosting foreign armies at the 
cost of hundreds of thousands of their 
own people through the direct conflict 
that these armies brought with them. 

3,000 people died ten years ago. 
So many more have died as a conse- 
quence of that morning, just not in the 
United States. In Iraq alone, the Unit- 
ed States have lost more soldiers than 
the number of civilian casualties of all 
terrorist attacks in America. That is 
not even counting the maimed or the 
empty shells of men whose personali- 
ties were killed along with their com- 
rades and who returned to families 
that no longer recognized them. 

Ten years ago, did our 11-year old 
minds think that justice and a help- 
ing of vengeance had to be served to 
those that brought hurt to our south- 
ern neighbours? Yes, I challenge you 
to find someone who would disagree 
on that point. It was not just our 
classmates and friends who thought 


so. Was not the response of those in 
power to root out the organization 


_that was responsible for funding the 


training of a score of Saudi radicals 
and similarly threatening organiza- 
tions? Yes, and such operations were 
carried out, but along with it came the 
full-scale invasion and occupation of 
the nations where these organizations 
were headquartered. Admittedly, the 
rule of these nations were corrupt, 
cruel and callous from our western 
sensibilities and the transplanting of 
western democracy has offered a few 
benefits despite the enormous cultural 
difference. Al-Qaeda and a number 
of similar organizations have been, as 
far as we can tell, reduced to a mere 
shadow of itself. Despite this, can the 
War on Terror be called a success? 
Terrorism is a concept that cannot be 
defeated by force of arms or political 
gesturing. Terrorism is only defeated 
through common understanding, love 
and forgiveness. Forgiveness within 
the confines of justice and the ac- 
knowledgement that vengeance has 
an expiry date. 

3,000 people died nine years and 
eleven months ago in Afghanistan, a 
month after 9/11. These people were 
the same as those who died a month 
earlier in the 9/11 attacks, workers at 
their trade, bankers lending money, 
women and children. They were also 
victims of a people they had given 
little thought to, of a people who they 
would never have met. What set them 
apart? One group spoke English, the 
other spoke Pashtu and Persian. 

War is awful. War is to be hated. War 
is ugly. War is incomplete resolution. 
There is no beauty in resolving conflict 
by painting the landscape red. For the 
past decade we have turned on the ra- 
dio to hear daily reports of improvised 
explosive devices rending metal and 
flesh apart, suicide bombings erasing 
families and occupiers mistaking cam- 
eras for rocket-propelled grenades. 

It seems strange to think that there 
are people in this world who have no 
recollection of the events of Septem- 
ber 11, They don't remember where 


they were, they don't remember what 
they were doing. They weren't born. 
They have seen the images of what 
happened just as we have seen photos 
from past wars. They didn’t experi- 
ence a day of horror. Instead they 
have stood witness to a decade of re- 
venge that has seen still some good, 
the deposal of unjust regimes, aid 
money and workers to help rebuild. 
Simultaneous to this is the hundreds of 
thousands of deaths as a result of war. 
When the post-9/11 generation grows 
up and begins to shape the world, they 
can take small comfort that they will 
be hard pressed to equal the mistakes 
of this decade. 

Americans are human. Afghanis are 
human. Iraqis are human. We are all 
inhumane. We can see what is good 
in this world and we can be good to 
one another but as soon as we are pre- 
sented with events like 9/11, we enable 
those who lead to do terrible things in 
our name, Looking back with the clar- 
ity of vision that hindsight offers us, 
causes us to recoil. The death of 3,000 
Americans was repaid in some way or 
another 200-fold. 

We live in a sinful world. What we 
choose to do personally and collec- 
tively in this sinful world will give 
foresight into the future. Some would 
have us believe that humanity can tri- 
umph over the ugliness of this world 
by advancing Science and diplomacy. 
Others say that humanity will con- 
stantly stumble and cannot fix itself 
except through divine intervention. 
Whatever your belief, you have a re- 
sponsibility to people across the world 
just as you have a responsibility to the 
friend standing next to you. Ghandi 
told us to be the change we want to see 
in the world. Christ told us to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. If none of 
that means anything to you, be excel- 
lent to each other. 


Ontario schools safe. 

Still, when I think of security, my 
attention is not drawn to these small, 
close-to-home safety initiatives. I 
think of security on an international 
scale. The death of Al Qaeda leader 
Osama Bin Laden shocked the globe 
and provoked mixed feelings of 
whether the West was truly safe 
from the pangs of terrorism. Recent 
events between North and South 
Korea sparked media interests and 
threatened global peace. These don't 
even touch on the political unrest in 
Libya, Egypt and Somalia that have 
been headline news for the last few 
months, 

In comparison to the constant threat 
of global security, University and 
College security seems quaint and 
trite. Then again, Redeemer’s campus 
life is more akin to 90s middle-class 
suburbia: we know our neighbours, 
we trust our neighbours, and we'd 
leave our doors unlocked if we could. 
Chances are that those guys with 


crowbars would have had better luck 
getting inside by simply knocking on 
the front door rather than risk break- 
and-enter charges. 

Do I feel secure? Sure I do. Prob- 
ably a little too secure. Redeemer’s 
Security isn’t going to fix interna- 
tional terrorism issues and they're 
not expected to. At the end of the day, 
what makes me feel secure isn’t even 
a result of Redeemer’s actions toward 
a safer school. It’s the neighbour- 
hood-watch system we've developed 
as a community on campus. We have 
our own Justice League thanks to an 
amalgamation of unnamed students, 
faculty and staff who genuinely care 
about the well-being of others. Jesus 
didn’t command us to love others for 
no reason. 

Fact: My townhouse was the one 
that those young men attempted to 
break into, 
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A very unmerry 
anniversary 


Ten years later, the events of 9/11 still 


shape international 


JEREMY COOPER 


I remember that day. That day was 
September 11, 2001. When I heard 
about what had happened, I was eating 
lunch with friends at the plaza across 
from our school. At first I didn’t un- 
derstand. In retrospect it was an event 
that was hard to digest, especially for a 
ninth grade student. 

I would like to say that I was famil- 
iar with American infrastructure and 
had an appreciation for the New York 
landmark, but that would be a lie. [had 
watched the Simpsons episode where 
Homer was stuck by his car, right in 
front of the World Trade Plaza. Since 
everything presented in the show is of 
some cultural significance, I came to 
the conclusion that this event would 
change things in a very real way. 

Later, when I saw the planes strike 
the towers on TV, I realized how severe 
that change would be. North America 
was vulnerable. My obliviously safe re- 
ality was a lie. Having been born in the 
1980s, I failed to realize that America 
had been threatened countless times 
over the years. Not everyone was con- 
tent with the Western values that I 
hold dear. Perhaps some people really 
didn’t want us to dwell among them. 

After a short time, the name of Osa- 
ma Bin Laden became the name as- 
sociated with “evil.” The position of a 
super-villain type character had been 
vacant since Hitler committed suicide 
in 1945. I am not suggesting that anti- 
West “evil” had not existed between 
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the Second World War and 9/11, but 
rather that no one person had been 
considered to be the epitome of evil 
since. 

Osama became the target of global 
hate in a matter of moments. People 
suddenly perceived Islam as intensely 
threatening to Western “Christian” 
values. Whatever the terrorists had in 
mind, one thing was certain: we were 
not going down without a fight. 

The Scriptures command us to per- 
ceive one’s faith by their fruit. If we 
look at the result of our Judeo-Chris- 
tian tradition, we find that we live in 
relative freedom, safety, and stability. 
On the contrary, the Islamic world is 
one of restrictions, tyranny, and intol- 
erance. Islam is not seen by Muslims 
as “one way among many,” instead 
they are intolerant of “kafaars” or non- 
Muslims, and seek to bring Islam to 
the masses by any means necessary. If 
we do not realize the determination of 
Islam’s intent on our destruction, we 
may end up with another contender 
for “that day”. q@ 
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Changing ‘Disney Generation’ social 


justice 


Our generation craves social justice. 
We see issues in the world and want to 
make a difference. Words like “human 
trafficking,” “child labour,” “racism,” 
“AIDS,” “oppression,” “corruption” 
and “slavery” get our blood boiling. 
We want to be God's hands and feet, 
changing society's sinful status quo. 
We go to conferences to get pumped 
about social justice. We pray for God's 
justice to be realized on earth. The 
CRC church is even considering adopt- 
ing the Belhar Confession which deals 
with similar issues. Most people our 
age who read that confession feel like 
our generation has already accepted it 
and embedded it in our mindset. 

We are the “Disney Generation.” 
We grew up watching movies like Cin- 
derella where we were encouraged 
to dream big because eventually our 
dreams will be actualized. We sang 
along, “No matter how your heart is 
grieving, if you keep on believing, the 
dreams that you wished will come 
true.” Walt Disney himself said, “If 
you can dream it, you can do it.” We, 


the Disney Generation, grew up with 
the mentality that whatever we imag- 
ine will eventually come true, regard- 
less of how unlikely. Yes, even pump- 
kins can turn into carriages. 

We are also the “Microwave Gener- 
ation,” meaning that we want it, and 
we want it now! We carry the world 
with us on our cell phones. If we don't 
know something we can Google it, 
simply by pulling the World Wide Web 
out of our back pockets. We can learn 
everything we want to know about 
the cute boy/girl who we met at last 
nights’ dorm dinner, simply by read- 
ing their Facebook profile. With all 
of our Stumbling and YouTubing we 
have no time to cook, but no worries, 
all dorms come with a microwave. 

Now, I'm not trying to say that be- 
ing the Disney Generation or the Mi- 
crowave Generation is right or wrong. 
I'm more interested with how these 
characteristics relate to also being the 
“Social Justice Generation.” 

We dream of social justice, but can 
become frustrated when other genera- 
tions aren't buying into our dreams. 
People keep telling us why the dreams 


just can’t come true, saying “social in- 
justices will always be here; that’s how 
the fallen world works.” What they say 
goes against our Disney stories; the 
evil step-sisters marry the prince and 
Cinderella stays locked up in her bed- 
room. They tell us to just be in school 
to get that job that will make us the 
big bucks so that we can have the nice 
house with the wife/husband and kids 
in the suburbs. “Ain’t that the life? 
Abh... the American Dream!” But our 
generation is striving after a different 
dream than those before us. 

We want social justice now, but 
we don't know how our day-to-day 
activities of going to classes, writing 
papers, and chilling on dorm porches 
are making a difference in the world. 
Many students wrestle with how their 
studies fit into God's plan for them to 
bring about his kingdom on earth. So 
we fill our time with things that seem 
to bring about change: we participate 
in clubs and activities that fight for 
social justice, we go on mission trips 
and we support non-profit organi- 
zations. We do what we can, but it 
doesn't seem like enough. I even know 


of some students who dropped out of 
university to do social justice full-time. 
We support it. Older generations don't 
understand; they think we are throw- 
ing our future away. They argue that 
we may be able to do more later, with 
more education now. 

I think it’s time that our Disney-Mi- 
crowave Generation seriously talked 
with older generations. If we could 
reach an understanding of each other, 
maybe we could inspire the current 
world leaders to embrace social jus- 
tice now — get the ball rolling for when 
we are there. Maybe we can learn 
to be patient from the generations 
that avoided microwaves because of 
“nuclear radiation” and wrote letters 
(with pen and paper) to their crushes. 
Maybe our immediate discontentment 
with how our university lives seem to 
make little global difference could be 
re-routed into social justice empow- 
erment. Maybe our future bosses will 
give us the autonomy to practice social 
justice in the workplace. Maybe our 
churches will be more willing to adopt 
the Belhar Confession. 

Maybe our generations can work 


together to make social justice happen 
instead of having contrasting ideolo- 
gies detract us from the issue at hand. 
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Things | wish I knew in the beginning 


First Year retrospects 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


My first year at Redeemer was filled 
with drama, fun and -- of course -- 
academics. I wish I could tell you I 
managed to accomplish all of my first 
year goals, but sadly that is not the 
case. I did not meet my husband, I 
did not receive a scholarship-boosting 
GPA, nor did I avoid gaining the 
Freshman 15. Now that I am entering 
my third year of university, I have 
learned a few things which I wish 
to impart upon first year students. 
Granted, I am still learning a lot my- 
self, but I figure every bit helps. 


1. Do not convince yourself 
that because you are eating food 
from a grocery store, you won't 
gain weight. 

Being someone who does not par- 
ticularly enjoy exercise, I trusted my 
food choices would keep me healthy 
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at Redeemer because most of my 
meals would be home-cooked, What 
I didn’t realize is that my portion in- 
take increased exponentially and the 
constant availability of snacks led to 
my downfall. It wasn’t until I moved 
back home for the summer and my 
mom said, “I feed you nearly as much 
as your brother and father now,” that 
I noticed a serious problem had de- 
veloped: I couldn’t stop eating. Now, 
perhaps you will have an easier time 
refraining from delicious treats than 
myself, but be warned, Freshman 
Fifteen is not a joke. 


2. Just because you are in the 
library, it does not mean you 
will be productive. 

Initially, I had myself convinced that 
the library was my safest haven for 
productivity. Unfortunately, many 
of my friends had the same idea and 
we soon found ourselves having the 
greatest of times fooling around and 
fueling off each other's hyperactivity, 


“SUMMER BURN OUT" 
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Nowadays, | opt to use the library for 
withdrawing books and looking for 
friends, not to do work, unless I have 
a study room all to myself. 


3. Do not depend on Redeemer 
for your faith. 

Being at a Christian university, it 
is very easy to get lazy with spiritual 
practices and become dependant on 
spiritual highs such as chapel, church 
in the box, and even class. Such highs 
are a wonderful part of Redeemer 
which I anticipate; however, they 
should not be the key elements of 
individual faith. When it comes down 
to it, it is important to remember to 
spend time and conversation with 
God. It is very easy to get distracted 
at school and it can be difficult to 
find privacy, but it is crucial to find 
time alone because it will strengthen 
and rejuvenate you. Redeemer offers 
sanctioned places such as the prayer 
room, the art gallery, or the orchard. 
As someone who needs plenty of 
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time for contemplation, I love to take 
walks and gaze at God's creation. 


4. Do not take on too much, 
you’re still in school! 

My biggest struggle has been select- 
ing only a few activities to participate 
in, because there has always been 
so much I want to participate in at 
Redeemer. I love to be involved and 
do it all, especially with so many 
amazing opportunities before me. 
Yet, as students we must learn to 
balance our lives. Many times over 
the past couple of years at Redeemer, 
I have found myself stressed to a 
breaking point and it has mostly been 
because of busyness. Pick a couple of 
extra-curriculars which utilize your 
passions and enable you to serve, 
and leave it at that. You can always 
change what you are involved with, 
or add more to your schedule as you 
find yourself able to balance it. Also, 
through limiting your involvement 
to a healthy balance, you are able to 
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invest yourself in activities and school 
work more easily and devotedly. 


5. Carpe Diem. 


Redeemer has been the home to 
my biggest challenges, changes and 
community. There have been mo- 
ments where I have hated being here 
and moments where I could never 
imagine myself leaving. My last piece 
of advice is that you welcome all 
Redeemer has to offer you with open 
arms. Allow transformation to take 
place and allow yourself to experience 
life fully. Have fun. Share. Grow. This 
may not always be a place where you 
always feel assured or even happy, 
but that’s life. It is in moments of 
chaos where we can truly learn and 
Redeemer is a safe ground which 
offers love and support through each 
experience. Live Redeemer. @ 
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Wading through student debt 


Experts suggest steps students can take now to avoid a decades-long repayment process 


MIKE LAKUSIAK 
THE CORD 
WLU 


WATERLOO (CUP) — Anything 
written on financial planning and debt 
among university students is likely 
to be riddled with sound bites that 
seem to be common sense, as though 
students intelligent enough to enter 
a post-secondary institution should 
be able to budget and manage their 
money wisely and need only intermit- 
tent reminders. 

Alas, as studies conducted by various 
prominent Canadian institutions point 
out, an assortment of factors con- 
spire to complicate how students pay 
for their education and stay on track 
throughout their first four (or five, or 
six) years of university. And now, with 
the average debt accrued upon gradu- 
ation rising to nearly $20,000 among 
Canadian students according to the 
latest figures by Statistics Canada, 
more than ever it is important for 
students to seriously examine their 
finances. 

That’s not to say that all students 
share a perspective on this — many are 
lucky enough to have had their par- 
ents save money for their education or 
help them along the way with some or 
all of the cost burden. In fact, a full 56 
per cent of students in Canada polled 
by a BMO Financial Group survey this 
summer said they relied on parental 
contributions to largely fund their ed- 
ucation. Regardless, awareness of the 
true financial toll of university educa- 
tion is lacking, according to some, 

“Financial literacy is always a prob- 
lem with first year students,” said Sean 
Madden, the vice-president of univer- 
sity affairs for the Wilfrid Laurier Uni- 
versity Students’ Union (WLUSU) and 
president of the Ontario Undergradu- 
ate Students’ Association (OUSA), “I 
know I experienced that.” 

Students progressing through their 
university careers need to maintain a 
level of awareness of all facets of their 
financial situation. Those responsible 
for funding their own education and 
unable to fall back on parental support 
face the most pressure. 

“Students don't tend to have an idea 
of what they're facing,” said Perry 
Quinton, vice president of marketing 
at Investor Education Fund. “Tuition 
is the tip of the iceberg, there are a lot 
of other costs involved.” 

On average, a year of undergraduate 


The price of our 


JORDAN POWELL 


Picture this for a second. It is next 
week. Classes are going as usual. You 
are in your house with a couple oth- 
ers and are enjoying a nice lunch. 
You are talking about the movie you 
saw last night. There is a knock at the 
door. When your friend answers it, the 
house is swarmed by men with guns 
and masks. They knock you to the 
floor and continue kicking you while 
you writhe around, trying to escape 
the blows. You are pulled upright, 
choking on your blood and forced into 
the bathroom. The leader of the men 
says that he has the mercy to let you 


education in Ontario carries a $6,500 
price tag for tuition alone, according 
to a study by the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives (CCPA). Consider 
all the other costs students encounter, 
including rising ancillary fees, rent, 
food, phone and entertainment and 
it’s not difficult to see how some man- 
age to incur up to $50,000 in debt of 
one kind or another over the course of 
a bachelor’s degree if they are depen- 
dent entirely upon student loans. Ac- 
cording to Desjardins Funds, the aver- 
age cost of an education when living 
alone is $11,923 if you're in Quebec, 
the province with the lowest average 
full-time undergraduate tuition fees. 

Working during university is one op- 
tion, but in many of cases it can become 
a balancing act between schoolwork 
and part-time jobs for students who 
take this route. In Ontario, the student 
loan service, the Ontario Student As- 
sistance Program, will “claw back” any 
earnings students make while they are 
in school beyond roughly 10 hours a 
week at minimum wage by decreasing 
the available loan. 

“When you have a part-time job and 
you're on OSAP, the job is a comple- 
ment — it can’t supplement you finan- 
cially,” said WLUSU president Nick 
Gibson. 

Based on a $24,000 average debt 
load upon graduation, Quinton said 
that the stakes are higher than some 
students realize. 

“It’s either people with zero debt who 
have been able to save or had their 
parents fund their education or the 
other extreme is $48,000,” she said. 
“When you graduate with that kind of 
debt you're looking at decades before 
you'll be able to pay that off.” 

Costs of education in this province 
have not risen proportionately with 
income levels, according to the same 
CCPA study. While from 1990 to 2011 
the average after-tax income for mid- 
dle-class families in Ontario has risen 
only 12.5 per cent to $54,000, in the 
same time undergraduate tuition ley- 
els jumped from $2,500 annually to 
$6,500 — an increase of 260 per cent. 

The result is that while in the past a 
student may have been able to feasi- 
bly pay for their education through a 
combination of reasonable parental 
contributions and savings or work, 
disproportionate cost increases make 
it more likely that students will strug- 
gle financially or accumulate greater 
debt. According to a Canadian Council 


armed men file out of your dorm and 
leave you all agape, scrambling for the 
next course of action. You stumble 
outside and run to the main building, 
only to see that it has been set on fire. 
Through the windows, you can see 
your friends twisting in the flames. 
The next morning, Redeemer has been 
completely razed to the ground, Now, 
if you are still with me and imagining 
this, imagine that everyone knew who 
did it. Also, imagine that the govern- 
ment did nothing. 

What would happen then? Certainly, 
such an instance seems unrealistic, es- 
pecially in the comfort of our western 
civilization, If this were to happen, the 
by and let it go. In fact, the entire free 
world would be in uproar. Such a thing 
would be known to the world over. 


However, in many countries, such a 
is . The burning 
pope cree 
onthe rns news, 

Or, picture your mother in your 
In many countries, it is an ev- 
that she will be killed 


on Learning study, one in four bach- 
elor’s graduates with large loans had a 
repayment rate at or above 15 per cent 
of their gross income — high above the 
10-12 per cent margin they cited that 
causes hardship. 

For some, debt is unavoidable in light 
of the realities of paying for education. 
However, mitigating the amount of 
debt incurred and having plans to re- 
pay the accumulated total upon gradu- 
ating are the two things students need 
to keep in mind. 

Budgeting is key, according to Bri- 
an Smith, a finance professor in the 
School of Business and Economics at 
Wilfrid Laurier University. 

“Obviously it’s pretty common sense, 
but students need to budget ahead of 
time,” he said, “They should also be 
aware of contingency planning, think- 
ing a little bit about planning for ad- 
ditional spending.” 

Madden agreed. “Budgeting is prob- 
ably the most important exercise we 
can stress for first year students,” he 
said. 

“It's important to have that plan on 
paper so you know what's coming,” 
Quinton said. “Anything you can pay 
for now and not go into debt for, you 
will thank yourself 20 years down the 
road,” she said, imploring students to 
keep tabs on spending in relation to 
their budget and adjust accordingly. 

The number of students who have ac- 
tually sat down and budgeted out their 
semester or year, however, is ques- 
tionable, especially when they seem 
assured of the reality of their financial 
situation. Only 20 per cent of students 
polled by RBC said that they plan and 
adhere to a monthly budget. 

As students enter first year, with 
their bank accounts plump from sum- 
mer savings or freshly acquired stu- 
dent loans, it is all too easy to have an 
overly optimistic view of the situation. 

“In my mind, I was in pretty good 
financial shape, but after first year it 
kind of went downhill,” Gibson re- 
called. “Whether you're in a good spot 
or not, you need to realize in a couple 
of months that could change.” 

“There can be a big learning curve, 
even in the first few months of school 
that can have a dramatic impact on 
finances for years to come,” Quinton 
added. 

Many students seem to have come 
to terms with the realities of debt, as 
indicated by this year’s RBC Student 
Spending and Savings Poll. A third 


of first year students that were ap- 
proached said that they expect to have 
significant debt when they graduate, 

How readily those graduates will 
be able to recover from that debt is 
questionable in some cases, Smith ex- 
plained. 

“The second part of the challenge 
to affordability is the capacity of stu- 
dents to repay any debt and that’s de- 
pendent on the job opportunities,” he 
said. “Students have to recognize that 
if they’re going to get a degree with a 
lower employment rate post-gradu- 
ation, that's going to challenge them 
financially.” 

This fact should impact how students 
monitor and allocate spending during 
that degree, he added. 

“Sadly, students have to ... have a 
lifestyle that’s consistent with the kind 
of income they can expect when they 
graduate.” Asked if this wouldn’t just 
be common sense among students, he 
replied, “If you have a strong sense of 
entitlement, you kind of throw com- 
mon sense out the window,” 

Madden said the perception among 
students is often that they're more 
than likely to find a well-paying job 
upon graduation from certain pro- 
grams, and therefore they worry less 
about the prospects of repaying loans. 

“I think they did a survey of BBA stu- 
dents that said, ‘we're willing to pay 
more because we're going to be mak- 
ing $100k when we get out of here’ 
— it's not necessarily the case, but a 
culture has grown around these pro- 
grams.” 

If there’s any lesson to be learned 
from this, it’s that that loan cheque 
should not be cashed lightly, especially 
if you have no plans for applying that 
degree to a real job after university. 

“Something like OSAP has its advan- 
tages, but at the same time it’s still 
debt and you still need to pay it some- 
day,” Quinton said. “While I wouldn't 
advocate going cold turkey and not 
having any fun while you're at school, 
there has to be moderation. 

“I remember what it’s like — it's not 
hard to rack up a $500 bar bill on a 
weekly basis,” Quinton continued. 
“There's a lot of challenges when 
you're first getting into it.” 

A convenient option presented to 
students for such bar bills and less 
exciting things like haircuts are the 
credit cards that are thrown like candy 
at students in hopes that they'll keep 
the same cards in their wallet once 


freedom 


due to your Christianity, regardless 
of whether she shares your beliefs or 
not. Certainly, our governments pre- 
vent us from being persecuted to the 
same extent. We are much better off. 
Or are we? 

Let's rewind a bit to last summer. I 
was working in construction and just 
getting to know some of the people. 
At first I tried sharing the gospel a bit 
with some of them, but they reacted 
very negatively. So what did I do? To 
my shame, I avoided bringing up God 
unless it was directly relevant to the 
topic being discussed, to escape the 
hostility. When I went to Brazil on a 


Before the Bible even mentions Paul, 
the disciples have just been filled with 
the Holy Spirit, gone out preaching, 
and then hauled before a court and 
threatened that terrible things will 
happen if they continue to preach the 
gospel. They keep spreading God's 
word. Then the authorities manage to 
catch the ringleader, Peter, and throw 
him in jail. An angel comes and breaks 
him out. The disciples keep preaching. 
Then soldiers round the lot of them 
up and bring them before court again. 
They narrowly escape being executed, 
and get brutally beaten before being 
released under the condition that un- 
der no circumstance would they ever 
speak of Jesus to anyone. This is in the 
space of five chapters. And guess what? 
Chapter § ends with the passage, “The 
apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing 
because they had been counted wor- 
thy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
Day after day, in the temple courts 
and from house to house, they never 
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word like that? If you are at all like me, 


they enter the working world, 

What students need to remember — 
and what almost every person inter- 
viewed for this article mentioned — is 
that credit cards can be very unforgiv- 
ing, if not used carefully. 

“Students these days have a much 
easier time getting credit cards than 
their parents did,” Smith said. “That 
gives them an ability to borrow money 
that wasn't there before and that’s 
where they get into trouble.” 

Quinton noted that the banks and 
credit card companies target students 
— she noticed them in droves at the 
Ontario Universities’ Fair last fall. “It’s 
a pretty easy decision to use a credit 
card and what constitutes an emer- 
gency is a bit of a gray area,” she said. 
“What starts out as an emergency plan 
can quickly turn into debt spiraling 
out of control.” 

Beyond budgeting, finding savings, 
generally being responsible with your 
money during university and not 
blindly relying on loans or other forms 
of debt by submitting to deal with the 
repercussions “one day,” there's not a 
whole lot else students can do to pre- 
pare and cope with the costs of post- 
secondary education today. 

Awareness is the one thing that 
Quinton said students need to have 
most, since being responsible for one’s 
finances for the first time often lends 
itself more to blind ignorance than ac- 
tive planning. “I think it’s so important 
to get ahead of the game,” she said. 

“Because [ meet so many people that 
wish they knew then what they know 
now.” 


you are worried that people won't re- 
act well. Maybe they will get offended 
and won't like us. Speaking of people 
getting offended, try having an entire 
city turn against you in uproar. That 
didn’t stop Paul in Acts 19. What about 
being embarrassed? Notice in the Acts 
5 passage I quoted above, they didn’t 
just rejoice because they suffered for 
God, they rejoiced because they suf- 
fered disgrace for God. Are you afraid 
of being surrounded and having large 
rocks thrown at you until your bones 
have been broken and the people try- 
ing to kill you are assured that you 
are dead? Probably not, but that hap- 
pened to Paul too and it did not stop 
him. Eventually he was brought be- 
fore the king and tried, and he used 
his court hearing to evangelize to the 
king. Then, he was shipped to Rome, 
and he spread the word of God to ev- 
eryone on the ship, until the Roman 
emperor finally had him beheaded. 
In fact, every single one of the apos- 
tles was killed for spreading the good 
news, except for John. They did try to 
kill him, though, even boiling him in 
oil at one point, until they gave up and 
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Chaplain’s Corner 


DR. SYD HIELEMA 


Come to me all who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for Iam gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls, For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light” 

- Matt, 11: 28-30. 


A student taught me a new phrase 
last week: sleep-texting. 

She told me that late one night she 
was carrying on a texting conversation 
with a friend. The conversation was 
quite rational, though it did have its 
weird moments. The next morning she 
saw her friend and made a reference 
to their late-night conversation, The 
friend had no memory of it, but after 
checking her cell phone, she found it 
all there. She realized she had been 
asleep during the entire conversation! 
She had been sleep-texting. 

Have you ever sleep-texted? Prob- 
ably not. 

But have there been other ways in 
which activities that played a major 
role in your day affected your sleep? 
I once swam two miles across a lake 
where we were vacationing, and dur- 
ing that night I woke up realizing that 
I had been swimming in my sleep. 

Activities that dominate our day usu- 
ally affect our minds more than our 
bodies when it’s time to sleep, and we 


lf we cared 
enough to 


witness 


PJ BUYS 


At Redeemer University-College 
our goal and focus is to base the foun- 
dation of our knowledge around the 
teachings and commands of our Lord 
Christ Jesus. As Christians we are to 
do as our master says and “take cap- 
tive every thought to make it obedi- 
ent to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
The reason why the Son of God came 
to earth was “to seek and to save the 
lost” (Luke 19:10). After enduring the 
agony of cross and victoriously rising 
from the dead, Jesus commanded his 
followers to obey this command. The 
command is -- not was -- to “go into all 
the world and preach the good news to 
all creation” (Mark 16:15). 

The hope and purpose of writing 
this article is to remind and stir up our 
Redeemer community to obey Christ 
in all aspects of our walk, in particular 
the forgotten command of evangelism 
(command, not opinion or gift). The 
Bible is explicitly clear about the fate 
of the lost. When speaking about the 
fate of mankind, Jesus said that “wide 
is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and 
narrow the road that leads to life, and 
only a few find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

In Revelation 20:15 it says that if 
anyone's name was not found written 
in the Book of Life he was cast into the 
lake of fire. As Christians, we believe 
the Bible to be true. Ask yourself, do 
you really believe those verses and not 
care? Of course the obvious answer is 
yes I do care; however, the real ques- 
tion is this: do you care enough to ac- 
tually go and witness to a lost person? 

Christ gave an astounding answer 
when asked what were the greatest of 
the commandments that man should 
obey. His answer, for all believers to 
live by, was for us to love God and love 
our neighbours. Very simply, this law 
if fulfilled in completeness when wit- 

nessing to an unsaved person. The 
most loving action a Christian can do 
for his neighbour that also glorifies 
God is witness to a lost person and tell 
them about salvation. The most self- 


ish, narcissistic, and unkind thing any 
Christian can do is to disobey Jesus 
and not tell a hell-bound person the 
gospel. 

Evangelism is not a gift, it is a re- 
sponsibility. If Christ is the cure 
for a fallen world, you cannot keep 
him to yourself. A common analogy 
about Christianity is that it is similar 
to knowing the cure for cancer, You 
would tell everybody and anybody 
with cancer that there is a cure. In the 
same way, Christianity is the cure for 
a world fallen into sin and ignorance, 
except in this case the price and the 
stakes are the eternal destinations of 
souls. Charles Spurgeon once said 
“have you no passion for others to be 
saved? Then you are not saved your- 
self, be sure of that.” 

When was the last time you wit- 
nessed to somebody? Are you obey- 
ing Jesus or not obeying Jesus when 
it comes to witnessing? As a Christian 
community we need to have a height- 
ened sense of desperation and sorrow 
for the unsaved and a desire to obey 
God's command of witnessing. God 
has given us a wonderful opportunity 
to learn about a Christ-centered world- 
view here at Redeemer. We have been 
blessed with the opportunity to gain 
godly wisdom and knowledge; how- 
ever, we need to rethink the purpose 
of our studying. Our purpose should 
not be to gain wisdom, but rather to 
share wisdom. 

This year, let’s obey the commands 
that Christ has called us to and reach 
out to the unsaved with a deep heart 
for their eternal well-being. @p 


understand why: we take the things 
that preoccupy us all day long into 
our rest. In a busy community like Re- 
deemer, many of us experience this on 
a daily basis. 

Jesus invites us to turn that rhythm 
around; Jesus invites us to come to 
him for rest and then take his spirit of 
restfulness into our day as we wear his 
yoke. 

Frankly, I find that very difficult. But 
I have learned this: accepting Jesus’ 
invitation takes discerning wisdom 
and disciplined perseverance. 

Think of these three life rhythms: (1) 
from summer into the school year, (2) 
from sleep into the new day, (3) from 
Sunday into the work week. Each of 
these transitions requires a move from 
rest into activity. Last week a student 
told me that there were six extra- 
curricular activities he badly wanted 
to be part of this school year. He took 
the entire summer to discern where 
his energies should go, and decided to 
take on three of them and let the other 
three go. It was a tough decision! But 


he had to practice discerning wisdom 
to see where he was called to take on 
Jesus’ yoke, 

It also takes disciplined persever- 
ance. My temptation is to begin the 
day on autopilot: shower, shave, eat, 
brush my teeth and rush into my daily 
work. After breakfast is done, I need to 
visualize a huge red stop sign right in 
front of my eyes, pick up my journal, 
and spend some reflective prayerful 
time transitioning into the day. Fre- 
quently the desire to do this is just not 
there. But if I don’t do it, I get the pat- 
tern wrong: my entire life is just bring- 
ing my busy-ness into my rest instead 
of accepting Jesus’ invitation to bring 
his restfulness into my busy-ness. 

Oh, and one more thing about sleep- 
texting: if you're under 50, you may 
not know some of the texting lingo that 
we the older generation use (thanks, 
Dr. Payton): BYOT -bring your own 
teeth, FWIW -forgot where I was, GG- 
PBL -gotta go, pacemaker battery low, 
GHA -got heartburn again, IMHO -is 
my hearing aid on?, ROFLACGU -roll- 


ing on floor laughing and can’t get up. 

hope you're not ROFLACGU. You're 
probably GWRE (Groaning while roll- 
ing eyes). 


Dearest First Years: 
Be fully alive 


AARON DEVOS 


Dearest First Years, 

My name is Aaron and I would like 
to specially welcome all first years to 
Redeemer, 1 would be surprised if 
you have heard my name because | 
am neither staff nor faculty, RA nor 
Senator. You most likely have never 
met me and I may never get to meet 
you, Thus marks the beginning of a 
peculiar relationship that we may 
share, 

Over the course of the next two se- 
mesters I plan on giving you a little 
heads up about the university expe- 
rience. I don't exactly have a grand 
vantage point from which to be of 
service but I do have four years of un- 
dergraduate experience, Four years 
of lectures, papers, small group bible 
studies, coffee houses and the list 
goes on. 

I'm almost done; the light at the 


end of the tunnel is only three cours- 
es away. When all is said and done 
I will have spent the equivalent of 
52 full days in a classroom and over 
$50,000 in tuition. I will have taken 
over 40 courses divided amongst bi- 
ology, philosophy, environmental 
science, religion, theater, English, so- 
ciology, psychology and social work. 
The prize, the grand conclusion of all 
this work is one Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree. It is quite an achievement, yet 
I don’t think of a degree in the same 
way as I once did. I view it now as 
more of a bi-product than a culmina- 
tion of work. The real achievements 
have come in the discoveries I have 
made throughout the four years; like 
the time I found the English transla- 
tion of a book written over 650 years 
ago entitled Muqaddimah. This 
stand-alone book is an introduction 
to his volume of books dedicated to 
the history of the world. His book in- 


The Price of Freedom (Continued) 


he died in exile. 

So where did we go wrong? Howcome 
people in countries where they can die 
or face imprisonment and torture for 
God actually make an effort to spread 
the word, while we in North America, 
who at most face a few cold-shoulders 
and hurt feelings, don’t bother do- 
ing much because it is inconvenient. 
Shouldn't it be the other way around? 
Shouldn't the ease of our evangelism 
cause us to do share the truth when- 
ever we get the chance? Again, I ask, 
where did we go wrong? 

I am haunted by the words of Charles 
Peace. Charles Peace was a murderer 
in England. Before he was hung, a 
reverend attended to him to give him 
a chance to save his soul. Peace said 
these words: 

“Sir, [do not share your faith. But if! 
did — if 1 believed what you say you be- 
lieved — then although England were 
covered with broken glass from coast 
to coast, I would crawl the length and 
breadth of it on hand and knee and 
think the pain worthwhile, just to save 
a single soul from this eternal hell of 
which you speak.” 

He is right. The salvation of Christ 
is so valuable that it should be spread 
whenever possible. My co-workers 
at the construction site could have 
pinned me against a wall and welded 


the phrase “Jesus Freak” across my 
chest and it would have been worth 
it even if it only caused one person to 
find Jesus. I could have been brutally 
murdered on the streets of Brazil and it 
would have been worth it if one person 
found Jesus. My brother David's pas- 
sionate life lived for God was cut short 
by a car accident just before the year 
2010 rolled around, and I know of at 
least one person who was so impacted 
by his life that they accepted God at 
his memorial service. And guess what? 
Even if only that one person had been 
saved, this whole ordeal would have 
been worth it. But we in North Ameri- 
ca, in our freedom, do not seem to get 
the value of this message. 

Let's say for the purpose of argument 
that in this article I called all Calvin- 
ists poop-brains, or something worse. 
How outrageous! The next issue of 
the Crown would be filled with com- 
plaint articles. People would complain 
to the faculty and certainly to their 
friends. E-mails would be sent and 
there would be a minor uproar. Af- 
ter all, what we are supposing I said, 
is offensive to be sure. But is it more 
offensive than people you know go- 
ing to hell? Why would we be willing 
to rise into action at something like 
this, but are less likely to spring into 
action at the chance to bring someone 


troduces sociology, philosophy of his- 
tory and urban planning to an Arab 
world that was largely unacquainted 
with these subjects. 

The mark I received from study- 
ing the Muqaddimah pales in com- 
parison to the things I learned while 
studying it. There is great truth in 
a saying by Walker Percy, “You can 
get all A’s and still flunk life.” If you 
are anything like me then it will take 
some time to figure out what Percy is 
talking about. 

I think St. Iranaeus presents a 
good framework for understanding 
Percy when he says, “the glory of God 
is the human being fully alive”. My 
hope is that you would not only strive 
towards an A but also that you may 
begin to understand what it means 
to be fully alive. Fully alive means to 
experience sadness and pain, but also 
joy, faith, love and peace. 

All the best. 


for eternity into delight beyond what 
our minds can imagine? I can’t help 
but realize that we, with Christianity 
offered to us so cheaply, do not grasp 
its significance to the level that people 
who have to pay with their lives for it 
do. That is why Christianity is fading 
in the west, whereas worldwide it is 
growing at three times the rate of the 
world’s population. 

The point of this isn't to pump you 
full of guilt. We need to change. I want 
to move you to a course of action. This 
week, try taking a first step. Make sure 
you don’t let a day go by where you 
don’t stop someone in the halls and 
pray for them. This is in a safe, Chris- 
tian atmosphere and you have abso- 
lutely nothing to lose. The next week, 
step it up a notch, Offer to pray for 
someone that you know isn’t a Chris- 
tian. By the end of the month, try to 
pray for random strangers. Whatever 
you do, the good news is more pre- 
cious than anything this world has. 
Let's treat it like it means something. 
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Allowing perspective 
changes through ‘God 
moments’ 


Mission trips allow for value adjustments, and also bring 


us closer to God. 


KRISTIN POSTHUMUS 


Throughout our daily lives we are 
able to witness the awesomeness of 
God. However, with our busy and fast 
paced culture, it is easy to overlook 
the “God moments” and throw them 
to the way-side. We are so focused on 
our earthly problems that we forget 
that God is in control of everything we 
do. Mission trips, in my opinion, are 
a great way to snap us back into real- 
ity. Placing ourselves into a different 
culture and looking at life from a dif- 
ferent point of view can really help us 
appreciate how blessed we truly are. 

Over the summer I had the great 
opportunity to travel with 32 other 
people to the town of El Triunfo in El 
Salvador. From the very beginning, 
it was evident that God was look- 
ing out for us. Heading to the Buf- 
falo airport, our planning team was 
fully aware that we would have to pay 
an extra $40 for every second piece 
of checked luggage. With our sea of 
bright orange t-shirts we walked over 
to the check-in, completely prepared 
to pay the extra $1320. Our leader, 
Darryl, handed over his credit card 
as the airline agent started checking 


our baggage. While this was happen- 
ing, Darryl was explaining to another 
agent where we were going and what 
we were doing. Fortunately, after four 
bags were checked, the airline de- 
cided to wavier the fee for the rest of 
the luggage, saving us $1160! Praise 
God! Although this may seem like a 
small feat, with the money we saved, 
we were able to allocate more funds 
to help the people of El Triunfo. We 
received another providential blessing 
when we arrived at the airport in San 
Salvador. Confused about the amount 
of medication we were bringing into 
the country, customs confiscated all of 
our prescribed medication. However, 
by the grace of God, customs gave us 
the needed paperwork to get the medi- 
cation cleared, and it was sent to our 
contact in El Truinfo a week after we 
left. 

For me, I think the biggest “God 
moment” of the trip was simply in- 
teracting with the Salvadoran people 
themselves. As soon as we arrived in 
El Truinfo we were welcomed with 
open arms. Our connections from 
@ere treated us like family and were 
extremely thankful for all the work 
we were doing around the town. Even 
though it seemed like we did so little, 


what we accomplished was life chang- 
ing for them. The experience really re- 
minded me of how much we take for 
granted in North America. As cheesy 
as it sounds, I believe that though they 
may have nothing, in reality they have 
everything. It is definitely something 
that I think we can learn from them. 

Ultimately, I think the little “God 
moments” that we take for granted are 
the moments that teach us lessons, 
and those are the moments that have 
the most meaning. I think we should 
all learn from the Salvadorans by slow- 
ing down and evaluating the moments 
of our life that we may overlook. In the 
end, you might just have a life chang- 
ing experience that you never thought 
about before. 


Skimming 
through school 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


Today's easily accessible and so- 
called efficient technology is destroy 
ing our ability to read for lengthy 
time periods, as readers avoid the ef- 
fort of swallowing full pieces of writ 
ing through skimming pages for key 
points. 

As an English major, I considered 
myself immune to such reading con- 
cerns as I have grown up appreciat- 
ing various works of literature. Even 
as I studied the decrease of reading 
abilities among students and adults 
in class, I doubted the effect on my- 
self. This Christmas break however, 
I found myself struggling to make 
it through fifty pages in one sitting. 
Alarmed, I questioned why I, an avid 
book reader, could barely focus on the 
works of Dickens. Granted, Dickens 
can be a little too wordy for my liking, 
but nonetheless, I should be able to 
enjoy his work without getting tired 
and bored after twenty minutes. 

After considering reasons for my 
new depreciation of novels, I came 
to a couple of conclusions. Univer- 
sity has weakened my ability to read. 
Sure, my vocabulary and writing skills 
have improved, but with hundreds of 
pages to read a week, I have become a 
professional skimmer. With my mind 
accustomed to quickly reviewing in- 
stead of actual reading, my leisurely 
reading has simultaneously been af- 
fected. When I pick up a book which 
appeals to my interest, I fully intend 
on reading the full piece. However, of- 
ten as I begin reading, I lose interest 
and my focus drifts towards the next 
available thing. My reading skills have 
not completely diminished, however, 
as I occasionally stumble upon a novel 
which manages to overcome my read- 
ing stump and grasp my attention long 
enough for me to rediscover to joys of 
reading. 

Technology is also largely to blame 
for society's reading decrease as it 
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averts from old classics to quick finds 
on Google. Nowadays, we expect infor 
mation at the click of a button, and we 
expect options while researching. In 
ternet is “slow” when we are forced to 
wait a minute for pages to load. What 
we forget is that within that minute, 
thousands of sources are being found 
from thousands of sites to suit what 
we are seeking; be it trivial or grand, 
the internet (and Google) promises to 
find us what we are looking for. With 
$0 many sources available, we resort 
to skimming once again as we filter 
what is valuable and what is not. 

Many technological sources for our 
generation, such as facebook, twitter 
and texting, contribute to our gradual 
reading defectiveness. With acronyms 
such as, LOL (laugh out loud) and FTW 
(for the win), being used in nearly ev- 
ery attempt at dialogue through these 
sources, our reading and writing skills 
cannot help but deplete. Also, through 
the shortening of words, especially as 
we “txt,” our skills are weakened as we 
expect to read and write less. 

Of course, the internet and cell 
phones are not entirely bad. The inter- 
net offers many sources which serve 
beneficially, including fully formatted 
classic novels. As a University student, 
1 am constantly using EBSCO, watch- 
ing television online, and of course, 
checking my facebook. Cell phones are 
also beneficial as they may be used for 
contacting others efficiently. 

Perhaps once we graduate and no 
longer read out of obligation, our love 
and ability to read consistently and 
completely will return. Perhaps all that 
it takes is a little determination and fo- 
cus. I think it is possible for all of us 
to make it through a classic or two (or 
at least read without skimming). Let's 
not be the generation which forgets to 
read and write sufficiently: let’s ad- 
vance. 4 
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l- _ were; 
5- Legal rights org. 
9. Harvests 
14- Zilch 
15- Crowd sound 
16- Everglades bird 
17- In debit 
19- Drench 
20- Trouble 
21- Thick-skinned charger 
22- Beg 
23- Dues 
24- Cabinet dept. 
25- Cuban dance 
28- Bunches 
31- Waterfall 
32- Campaigned 
34- Swerve sharply 
35- Glossy 
36- Skater Lipinski 
37- Shoebox letters 
38- Director Kurosawa 
39- Kitten 
40- Hard to define 
42- Prefix meaning “beneath” 
43- California wine region 
44- Skill; 48- Dens 
50- Masculinity 
51- African language group 
52- British lower-court lawyer 
53- Chip maker 


54- In _ of; 5S- French military cap 


56- Buy alternative 
57- Probability 


58- “_ quam videri” (North Caro- 


lina’s motto); 


Down 

1- Battery terminal 

2- Eurasian juniper 

3- That is, in Latin 

4- Salt of tartaric acid 

5- Debt that remains unpaid 
6- Seashore 

7- Rules 

8- Coffee container 

9- Radiance 

10- Self-centered person 
11- Make _ for it 

12- Cancun coin 

13- Sault __ Marie 

18- At the bottom of the barrel 
21- Answer 

23- Animal life 

25- Congo, formerly 

26- Ages 

27- Crew needs 

28- Half a fly 

29- Peter Fonda title role 
30- Combustible matter 
31- The Hindu Destroyer 
33- Negative vote 

35- Passes over 

36- Fistulous 

38- Generally 

39- Perfidious 

41- Combines 

42- The Dog Star 

44- Put away papers 

45- Locations 

46- Halts 

47- Eagle’s nest: var. 
48- Alley 


49- Organization to promote theater 


50- Empty; 51- Puppeteer Baird 
52-_ -mo; 
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Redeemer University College 


15% off all Redeemer mugs, 
waterbottles and travel mugs. 


1 coupon per customer per purchase 
Valid until October 10, 2011 
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